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PRODUCT APPLICATION 

FOR HORTICULTURAL GROWING MEDIA AND 
LANDSCAPE SOILS & SOIL AMENDMENTS 

How to use this form: Type directly into the blank cells or print and complete the form by hand. Complete every applicable 
item; mark nonapplicable items “N/A.” Attach additional sheets when the provided space is insufficient and identify the 
registrant, product name, and applicable section on each attachment. 

 
SECTION I GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Provide the registrant, contact, and product-identification information exactly as it should appear in MSC certification records. Product 
and label names should match the submitted label materials. 

Registrant (Company) Name:  Date:  

Address:  

City, State, and Zip Code:  

Name of Preparer:  Title:  

Phone:  FAX:  

Email:  

Web Site:  

Product Brand Name:  

Name of product as it 
appears on package labels:  

 

Method of Sale: ☐ Bagged     ☐ Bulk     ☐ Both 

Bag Size(s) (volume or 
weight):  

UPC Code(s) (if available or 
known):  

Certification Category Declared (check one only): 

☐ Premium Potting Soil ☐ Standard Potting Soil 

☐ Landscape Soil & Soil Amendment ☐ Specialty Soils, Seed Starter 

Note: A product may be registered at any time, and certification is valid for one year from the date of approval. Recertification is 
required on an annual basis. 

 
SECTION II PRODUCT DESCRIPTION 

 
This section must be completed to provide information about the product being certified. Use additional paper if needed. The 
information may be used to verify physical product changes and accuracy during routine audits and to establish compliance with proper 
labeling and product characteristics found in the MSC Uniform Product Guidelines for Horticultural Mulches, Growing Media and 
Landscape Soils. 

Product Inputs: 
•  List ALL inputs in decreasing order. 
•  For compost and manure inputs, list the feedstock; if multiple feedstocks are used, include the percentage of each. 
•  Inputs that are 3% or less of the total volume may be grouped under “Other”. 
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No. Input / Material Approx. % 
by Volume Feedstock or Source Details 
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SECTION II PRODUCT DESCRIPTION — CONTINUED 

The bark/wood content — including compost feedstocks — for this product is: 
☐ A. derived only from virgin forest products and contains no reprocessed wood* or construction & demolition (C&D) materials 

☐ B. derived from reprocessed wood* products and may contain C&D materials. 

☐ C. no bark/wood content of any type is used in the manufacture of this product. 

*Reprocessed/Recycled Wood as defined by the MSC UPG is: Wood sourced from fabricated post-consumer or post-industrial 
products. Sources may include (but are not limited to) wood from pallets, construction and/or demolition materials that (1) have not 
been treated with preservatives, stain or paint; (2) contain no materials whose original manufacturer recommends against grinding or 
mulching; and (3) are not contaminated with any hazardous or other regulated substances. (NOTE: Forest Products processed into 
mulch are NOT reprocessed/recycled wood.) 
 
For responses to A & B, above, please specifically describe: 
A) The origin of bark, wood and composted materials processed at your facilities: 

 

 

 

 

 

B) What procedures are followed to detect and prevent heavy metals, regulated pesticides or other contaminants in bark, 
wood, and composted products: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECTION II PRODUCT DESCRIPTION — CONTINUED 

 Check Minor Components Added: 
Check each item that applies. Where the application requests a name, concentration, source, application rate, or description, provide 
that information in the adjacent space. 

☐ Limestone ☐ Wetting agent 

☐ Gypsum ☐ Fertilizer (if added, complete Fertilizer part) 

☐ Insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, or plant growth 
regulators (if added, give name and concentration): 

 
 

☐ Other (describe):  
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Fertilizer 
Complete the following information when fertilizer is included in the product. The wording below is retained from the application; use 
the blank spaces to provide the product-specific information. 

Grade:  _______%N – _______%P2O5 – _______%K2O 

Source: ☐ chemical     ☐ organic 

Derived from: (manures, compost, sludge, etc., including 
feed stock). 

 
 

Readily available (N): (Origin & %)  
 

Slow release (N): (Origin and %)  
 

Claimed beneficial substance(s) 
List the claimed beneficial substance(s) and any identifying information or concentration needed to support the claim. 

 

 

 

Product Label Claims 
List product claims made on product labels, promotional materials, website, etc. 

 

 

 

Provide the directions for use: 
Use the space below or attach the applicable label/directions if additional space is needed. 

 

 

 

 
SECTION III GROWTH TEST RESULTS 

 
Certification of all landscape and horticultural growing media requires passing the specific growth test as referenced in the MSC 
Uniform Product Guidelines for Horticultural Mulches, Soil, and Growing Media. Please answer the following questions: 

Who will provide the greenhouse and heavy metals test data for this product: 

☐ Program Administrator ☐ Applicant Company 

Testing fee: Initial product applications requesting growth tests by the Program Administrator must enclose a testing fee for 
greenhouse growth test. Applicants who will conduct their own growth test do not pay a testing fee. 
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SECTION IV DESCRIPTION OF QUALITY CONTROL PROGRAM 
 
Does the manufacturing plant(s) where this product will be made have a formal quality control program? 

☐ Yes ☐ No 

If yes, please provide a description of this process including tests done and frequency of testing. Specifically describe weights and 
measures testing procedure and process for treated wood and heavy metals detection and control: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SECTION V ADDITIONAL MATERIALS REQUIRED WITH APPLICATION FORM 

The fee table is provided as a quick reference. The complete application requirements and original fee statements follow below. 

Fee MSC Member Nonmember 
Application Fee $200 $400 

Initial Product Growth Test $260 $520 

Annual License Fee — per product label after certification approval $850 $1,700 

APPLICATION FEE - MSC Member $200 / Nonmember $400 
Enclose payment in the amount indicated on the fee schedule. This fee is non-refundable regardless of certification outcome. 
Application fees are waived for renewals so long as the product and label have not changed. No applications will be processed without 
payment of application fee, testing fee, product label AND product test samples. 
INITIAL PRODUCT GROWTH TEST - MSC Member $260 / Nonmember $520 
Initial product applications requesting growth tests by the Program Administrator must enclose a testing fee for greenhouse growth test. 
Applicants who will conduct their own growth test do not pay a testing fee. 
PRODUCT LABEL 
Product label must accompany application and appropriate fees. The draft or sample label must be submitted in PDF format, preferred, 
or in high-resolution JPG format for each proposed package size. E-mail label PDFs to certification@mulchandsoilcouncil.org 
PHYSICAL SAMPLE 
Please include a minimum of a 1 cu.ft. product sample with your application. 
SEND: 1) application, 2) application fee, 3) testing fee, 4) product label, and 5) product sample to: 

Mulch & Soil Council, 7507 N. FM 179, Shallowater, TX 79363 
Tel: 806.832.1810; F: 806.832.5244 E:certification@mulchandsoilcouncil.org 
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LICENSE FEE 
Payment of annual license fee ($850/MSC members; $1,700/non-members) per product label will be required after product certification 
is approved. 
Application Package Checklist 

☐ Completed application form 

☐ Application fee 

☐ Testing fee, when applicable 

☐ Product label 

☐ Minimum 1 cu.ft. product sample 

 
SECTION VI AFFIDAVIT OF TRUTH AND ACCURACY 

 
I HAVE REVIEWED THIS PRODUCT APPLICATION AND UNDERSTAND ITS REQUIREMENTS. I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THE 
INFORMATION PROVIDED IS ACCURATE AND TRUTHFUL. 

Signature:  Title:  
 

Company:  
 Date:  

 

SECTION VII PAYMENT METHOD 
 
Payment Method ☐ Check Enclosed   ☐ Credit Card Credit Card: ☐ VISA    ☐ MC    ☐ AmEx 

Card Number:  CVV:  

Exp. Dt.: MM/YY  Billing Zip Code:  

Name on Card:  Signature:  

 

FOR MSC USE ONLY 

PRODUCT NAME:  
 

File Number:  Date Application Received:  

Action: ☐ Acceptance     ☐ Denial   ( If application is denied, state reason below) 

Reason for Denial: 
 
 
 

Signature on behalf of the MSC:  Date:  
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